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No: PCH-HB(15) 1/21-Gol,UO-
)/ > Government of Himachal Pradesh
onl Panchayati Raj Department
To o
All the Deputy Comunissioncer,
Himachal Pradesh, ' '
Shimla-9 dated ‘ q August, 2021,
Subject:- Regarding Gram Panchayat and Child Right.

Sir,
Please find enclosed herewith photocopy of D.O. Letter No. M-

11015/433/2020-Governance, dated 03-08-2021 from the Additional Secretary, Gol, MoPR, on the

subject cited above. It has been mentioned in the letter that:-
l The Constitution of India guarantees Fundamental Rights to all chéldren in the country and

empowers the State to make special provisions for childsen. The Directive Principles of State Policy
specifically guide the State in securing the tender age of children from abuse and ensuring that
children are given opportunities and facilities to develop in a healthy manners, in conditions of
freedom and dignity. The State is responsible for ensuring that childhood is protected form
exploitation, moral and materéal abandonment. Protecting the rights of the children and ensuring
them access to all necessary entitlements and facilities is the duty of the governing bodies at local and

national levels. _
2 That the department should initiate concerted efforts towards establishing child-friendly

Panchayats as virtue of practice. This would ensure that all duty-bearers of children's rights are able
to progressively ensure that every child within their area of jurisdiction is fully able to enjoy their
rights for survival, development, participation and protection among others. Child-friendly.
Panchayats would guarantee children’s rights to all their rightful entitlements such as health,
education, safe water, sanitation, protection from abuse and exploitation, etc. Duty, bearers must
therefore initiate child sensitive development interventions through planning, budgeting and

monitoring for children. »
3 Alternatively, the Bal Panchayats and Bal Sabhas, as platforms for child participation in

governance may be established at local level. The Bal Sabhas would work for all children in the

Panchayat, irrespective of-class, caste, gender or religion.
To provide children with a common platform to come together

[

e To introduce children to the democratic process and Local Government system

e To discuss developmental activities, needs and problems of children and to seek
suggestions to solve the problems

« To evaluate the activities of institutions working for children o

e To act as a dynamic force in negotiating a child centric approach in all the activities of

local government and other departments



The recommendations of the Bal Panchayats, as vetted by the Gram Panchayat
may be included in the annual Panchayat Development Plans (GPDPs) Additionally, the child centric
committees in the Panchayats viz. Village Chiid Protection Committee, School welfare committees
etc. would be required to be mobilised to activety engage in monitoring the status of the children in
the village through consistent review of functioning of service delivery instructions, form a
committee for inter-committee coordination at GP fevel for monitoring and consistent interaction

with Bal Panchayats and Bal Sabhas.
Therefore, in view of the above, you are therefore, requested to direct all the

Gram Panchayats under your jurisdiction to establish Bal Panchayats & Bal Sabhas as platform for
child participation in governance & recommendation of the Bal Panchayats, as vetted by the Gram
Panchayat may also be included in the Annual Panchayat Development Plans (GPDP's). The child
centric committees in the Parchayats viz. Village Child Protection Committee; School welfare
committees etc. will also be required to be mobilise to actively engage in monitoring the status of the
children in the village through consistent review of functioning of service delivery institutions, form
a committee for inter-committee coordination at GP levet for monitoring and consistent interaction

with Bal Panchayats and Bal Sabhas.
Encl.-As above.

Yours faithful

Director-cum-Spl. Secretary,
Panchayati Raj Department,
Himachal Prades/l, Shimla-9

Endst. NO:- As Above ) 633) -863¢ Shimla-09 Dated 1919 } 2021.

Copy to:- )

I. The Additional Secretary, Govt. of India, Ministry of Panchayati Raj, Tower-II, 9" Floor,
Jeevan Bharati Building, New Delhi your w.r.t. D.O. Letter & dated above for information
please.

2. The Additional Dlrector/.lomt Director, Panchayati Raj Department, H.P with the direction to

ervise few Gram Panchayats in person also please.

3 Al | the District Panchayat Officer, Himachal Pradesh for information and necessary action

please.

1832024
Director-cum-Spl. Secretary,
Panchayati Raj Department,
Himachal Pradesh, Shinila-9



